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At first this coin appears to be a ‘standard’ Cranborne 
Chase silver stater, however look more closely, it clearly 
bears an inscription. This unique silver stater has caused 
much excitement amongst scholars, not least because like 
unique coins discovered in the past, we cannot be sure 
what the neatly inscribed obverse inscription, aligned 
with its formulaic wreath, actually reads, the full design 
could in principle have had another letter at either end. 
The first A is only partially present, and it appears to 
be without a bar. The second letter is ambiguous, it 
looks like a long cursive S, with its top loop exaggerated 
to match adjacent A and V. This cursive S is similar 
to Sego’s scribe (see ABC 459) who wrote his letter S 

in two strokes, one above, one below. Or, instead, it 
could be that a letter C was in fact intended, and the 
engraver left an underlying mistake uncorrected. Either 
way, it cannot be a G, which was never written with 
this sort of long, straight, descending tail. If it is a C, 
and if, but only if the name is complete, it could read, 
Acu- meaning ‘rapid, fast’ and is a perfectly plausible 
first element. The R is indisputable and the second letter 
A, whose apex touches the linear cloak element of the 
design, might represent a monogram AT. Until more 
examples come to light we cannot interpret it and can 
only speculate. See Lot 9.

Unique and numismatically important
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Auction 209 ends 15 November 2026

This catalogue goes live online at the-saleroom.com from 9am Monday 2 November. Bidding ends from 
5pm (GMT) Sunday 15 November 2026. You may bid online, by email or by phone or post using the 
enclosed bid sheet. Estimates shown in BLACK, Starting Prices in RED. A 20% Buyers Premium (24% inc. 
VAT if applicable) is payable and will be added to the hammer price of all successful bids. See full Terms 
& Conditions at back of catalogue. If you have any queries or want some advice, ask Liz. I’m here to help.

Coins of GAUL

NOTE: Estimates shown in BLACK, Starting Prices in RED

For advice or help with bidding phone Liz 01263 735 007

First we’ve had

2. Animals Confronted. Meldi. c.60-50 BC. Cast potin unit. 20mm. 6.33g. Bird to right, holding a 
?fish in its talons, ringed-pellets around, beaded border./ Two animals facing head-to-tail, ringed-pellets 
around, beaded border. LT 7602, DT 213A, Sch/GB 673. EF, glossy dark patina, beautiful beasts.  
Ex Anthony Levine collection. First we’ve had. EXTREMELY RARE less than five others recorded  
in France. Est. £450 £360
The Meldi (modern Meaux) lived between the Seine and the Marne, northern France. Caesar had sixty ships built by the 
Meldes in 55 BC for the expedition to Brittany (BG V, 5).

1. Périgueux Flamboyant. Petrocorii or Nitiobroges? c.2nd cent. BC. Silver drachm. 13mm. 1.71g. 
Head left with elliptical eye, large open crescents for hair./ Cruciform motif, axes and pelleted-rings in 
angles. Savès 220-222, BN 3525-28, BMC 81. Good VF, great head, both axes visible. Ex John Meredith 
collection, bt. Chris Rudd (2012). VERY RARE the only one we’ve had.  Est. £500 £400
CGF attribute this type to the Petrocorii ‘the four armies’ and they’re probably right to do so. Strabo – his name means 
‘squint-eyed’ – indicates that the Petrocorii were very good metal-workers (Geog. IV, 2, 2). Caesar says Vercingetorix asked 
them to supply 5,000 troops for his rebellion (BG VIII, 75). Depeyrot records only 18 examples of this very rare type, most 
of them in museums.
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Auction 209 ends 15 November 2026 Gallic coins IMPORTED into Britain
Very rare war-coin of ‘The Heroes’ (Nervii)

3. Crossed Lines with Lyre. Sills Bb1, workshop 2, class 1c, dies 10/10, fig. 49c and pl. 11.354 
(same dies). Scheers class IIa. Nervii. c.115-100 BC. Gold stater. 19mm. 7.54g. Branch-like motif of 
thick diagonal lines stemming from single central vertical line, superimposed on seemingly random 
pattern of thinner lines./ Globular horse galloping left, a bird-like rider is perched on the horse’s rump 
holding a long lance; behind him is a nine-pellet solar rosette; below the horse a lyre lies horizontally 
to the left; another longer line extends diagonally from under the horse. cf. ABC 10, LT 8694, 
Scheers/GB fig. 95-97, VA 33, S 4. Good VF, chunky piece of golden gold, crossed lines clear, bold horse 
and lyre. VERY RARE type, only 22 others recorded, EXCESSIVELY RARE this pair of dies, only two 
others recorded.  Est. £2500 £2000
This simple design stuck to essentials for an emergency issue of good gold staters late in the second century BC. Home 
territories in Belgica were threatened by raiders from the North, and expensive reinforcements were needed - especially, 
it seems, from Britain, where the stater denomination is more often found than it is on the Continent (see John Sills,  
Chris Rudd List 53 pp.2-3 and GGC pp.165ff). The obverse may reference a custom of casting divination sticks before 
going to war, but also suggests a propitious, evergreen World Tree. On the reverse, a lyre identifies the issuing authority 
-  probably Nervii, one of the three most powerful Belgic peoples. The solar horse speeds left towards dawn with a night-
darkened sun-disk behind, and this engraver cleverly depicts its crouching rider/driver as a reversible, rotating figure with 
bird-like heads at both ends. One drives forward, the other pecks the horse’s rump. This - more mare than stallion - may also 
stand for homelands themselves. An umbilical shaft connects its fertile belly to the Earth, while its muzzle trails a tendril: 
breath, life, and perhaps a restraining rope from which it has pulled free.

4. Uniface Tree. Sills Gallo-Belgic D, class 3. Morini. c.56-55 BC. Gold quarter stater. 10mm. 1.46g. 
Plain obverse./ Tree-like object with bar and small crescent either side, bent line, crescent and heart-
shape below. ABC 43, LT 8722, VA 69-3, DK 28, S 10. Near EF, neat round flan of rich golden gold, 
terrific tree, full heart and crescent. Ex Michael Reid Hunter collection, bt. Chris Rudd (1996). Found 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, 1995. Est. £550 £440
Oak trees were sacred to the Druids, who reportedly gathered mistletoe by moonlight (Pliny, Natural History 16.95). See 
the crescent moons either side of the tree? 

We don’t just sell Celtic coins to collectors. We also buy them from collectors.
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Coins of the REGINI of West Sussex

5. Nipples. Box-Bull. Holman G2/6-1a. c.60-45 BC. Cast potin unit. 13-16mm. 1.34g. Outline head 
right, eye ring and central nipple./ Outline bull with vertical legs, crescent above. ABC–, VA–, BMC 
721, S–. CCI 08.9010 (this coin). Near EF, pewter grey tone, lovely sharp example with prominent nipples. 
Ex Myra & Peter Woods Ancient Coin Collection, bt. Chris Rudd (2008). SCARCE  Est. £250 £200

Coins of the CANTIACI of Kent

6. Dubnovellaunos Pentagram. Sills class 4, rev. die 4. c.25 BC-AD 5. Gold quarter stater. 12mm. 
1.34g. Plain with slight banding./ Horse leaping right, pellet below head, ringed-pellet and three 
pellets above, pentagram below, beaded border. ABC 309, VA 163, BMC 2473-74, DK 80, S 170. 
CCI 96.3450 (this coin). Good VF, smooth surfaces, struck in beautiful rose gold, well centred horse, full 
pentagram. Ex Michael Reid Hunter collection, bt. Chris Rudd (1995). Found possibly Stoke hoard, Kent, 
c.1993-96? VERY RARE type, 17 others this reverse die.  Est. £1000 £800
For Pythagoras, and maybe the Druids too, the pentagram was a sacred symbol of the mind-body harmony. It occasionally 
occurs on early Roman Republican denarii and more frequently on Gaulish types. Published in DK p.58 and p.97 (this 
coin) and CHIAB p.244-245, no.113 (this coin).

Unpublished in all major reference works

7. Yarmouth Quarter. c.55-45 BC. Gold quarter stater. 11mm. 1.36g. Stylised bearded head right with 
spiky eyebrow, wiggly haircurls, ten-pellet beard and radial lines for neck./ Cruciform ‘thunderbolt’ motif 
of two opposed ‘fishes’, ‘shuttlecocks’ and thin linear crescents. ABC−, VA−, BMC−, DK−, S−. CCI 
97.0807 (this coin). Good VF, neat round flan, intriguing design. Found near Chichester, West Sussex, 1996. 
VERY RARE only 19 recorded. Previously unpublished in all major reference works. Est. £2000 £1600
This is the long-lost quarter stater that was almost certainly issued to accompany the full Yarmouth stater, ABC 518, and 
the Chichester Chariot Wheel silver unit, ABC 701, both of which have three radial lines, as does the Yarmouth quarter. 
For more information about this elusive and enigmatic type see CR Auction 183, Lot 7. 
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Coins of the Isle of Wight

8. Sussex Lyre. c.55-45 BC. Silver unit. 12mm. 1.43g. Diademed goddess-head right, elliptical eye, 
large curls for hair./ Globular horse right, wheel with hub above, lyre leaning to left below. ABC 647, 
VA−, BMC–, S−. Good VF, lightly toned silver, bold horse, clear lyre. Ex The Royal Berkshire Collection, bt. 
Chris Rudd (1997). Found near Chichester, West Sussex, 1995. RARE  Est. £550 £440
The head is probably that of Trisantona (‘great wanderer’ or ‘strong flooder’), the Reginian tribal goddess who gave her 
name to the river Arundel (see CR Auction 186, Lot 9, and Chris Rudd, Trisantona and her Celtic gold hoards, Coin News, 
January 2023, p.43.

New type, unpublished and previously unrecorded

9. Asura or Acura? c.AD 10-40. Silver stater. 17-20mm. 4.78g. Durotrigan inspired wreath motif, ASV 
RA either side of central spike./ Disjointed horse left, large pellets above, ‘coffee bean’ behind, large 
pellet and tiny pellets below. New type, unpublished and previously unrecorded. ABC–, VA–, BMC–, 
S–. CCI 19.4004 (this coin), PAS: IOW-45CA1A (this coin). VF, lightly toned, clear inscription.  
A numismatically important piece. Found Newchurch, Isle of Wight, 18 May 2016.  Est. £1500 £1200
The Vectuarii were maritime people of the Solent who occupied what is now the Isle of Wight (Latin Vectis ‘lever’) and 
whose name is recorded solely by Bede (c.673-735). They apparently had close commercial contacts with the Durotriges, 
the Hampshire Belgae and with northern Gaul. Dr John Talbot says: “It is the only example that I am aware of. The pellets 
on the reverse below the horse suggest that it is from the Isle of Wight. This seems to link it to the ‘crab’ inscriptions.” 
(pers.comm. 25.5.26).

10. Cranborne Chase. Pellet Triad Type. c. 45-30 BC. Base silver stater. 16-18mm. 4.83g. Wreath 
motif, pellet between crescent ‘eyes’ ./ Triple-tailed horse left, large pellets and one small pellet above, 
‘coffee bean’ behind, large pellet below with pellet triad either side. ABC–, VA–, BMC–, S–. Good VF, 
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Coins of the SOUTHERN REGION later dynastic

sharp wreath, bold pellet triads. Ex Geoff Cottam collection. SCARCE much rarer than the usual Cranborne 
Chase type.  Est. £850 £700
Dr John Talbot says: “… I believe strongly that both of these coins are Isle of Wight types. The two sets of triple pellets 
below the horse appear to be diagnostic for many Isle of Wight issues.” (pers.comm. 4.8.26). Three was a magic number 
and pellet triads are a very common occurrence on Celtic coins, cf. ABC 162, 632, 836, 1196, 1292, 1298, 1399, 1417, 
1579, 1582, 1588, 1606, 1639, 1687 and 1971-1995. Like the previous lot, we are attributing this unusual type to an 
authority on the Isle of Wight. 

Excessively rare – only three others recorded

Coins of the BELGAE of Hampshire

11. Winchester Leaf Wreath. Sills Western British Qc Derivatives. c.60-50 BC. Gold quarter stater. 
8mm. 1.03g. Four central leaves on crossed wreaths, ornaments in angles./ Horse right, ladder mane, 
floral sun above, annulet and pellets below. ABC 824, VA–, BMC–, DK 286, S–. Good VF, neat 
chunky flan of bronzy gold, centrally struck wreath. Found Winchester, Hampshire, approx. 15 years ago. 
EXCESSIVELY RARE only three others recorded.  Est. £1500 £1200
All known examples are from the same pair of dies but this example shows more of the horse than the others, which tend to 
be quite off struck. The central motif is either a four-petalled flower or four leaves. An excessively rare silver half unit (ABC 
968) also has four broad leaves on the obverse, as does the corresponding silver minim (ABC 986).

12. Tincomarus Tincom Commi. Sills class 3. c.25 BC-AD 10. Gold quarter stater. 9mm. 1.19g. 
[TI]NCOM [CO]MM[I] between two beaded parallel lines./ Maned horse left, wheel above, ?dolphin 
below. ABC 1073, VA 365, BMC 798-810, DK 340, S 74. VF/EF, neat flan of rose gold, super sharp 
horse. Ex JC collection. RARE 38 recorded including 17 (almost half) in museums.  Est. £750 £600  
Derived from silver units of Commios (ABC 1034-40) where it seems to be a serpentine entity, the creature under the 
horse looks more like the head and neck of a duck. Or is it a dolphin? (cf. the reverse of ABC 1127, a visual pun on the 
ruler’s fishy name). Or is it equine? Whatever this shape-shifting pictograph means, it occurs on other British coins of Belgic 
ancestry. Dr Daphne Nash Briggs believes “that it may represent an ancestral, otherworldly entity in Commios’ Atrebatic 
line” (pers.comm. 23.8.2023). 

13. Verica Little Horse Rearing. Sills class 2c, Rearing Horse, VI, No Pellets, dies 7/11. c.AD 10-40. 
Gold quarter stater. 10mm. 1.18g. COMI in incuse tablet, ringed-pellet above and below, beaded 
border./ Roman-style horse rearing right, VI above, exergual line below. ABC–, VA–, BMC 1191, 1200, 
1202-05, DK 372, S 124. CCI 10.2093 (this coin). Good VF, rose gold, sharp inscription, bold horse.  
Ex Winchester collection. SCARCE  Est. £850 £700
Class 2 quarters have a very similar obverse to Verica’s class 3 staters (ABC 1184) and show the horse springing from the 
exergual line. VI is short for Verica. Published in DK p.395 and 409 (this coin).
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Coins of the ATREBATES of north Hampshire

Near extremely fine, magnificent wine cups

14. Verica Cornucopiae Victory. c.AD 10-40. Silver unit. 10-12mm. 1.28g. Thyrsus between two 
cornucopiae, two-handled wine cup below, [COM] MIF around./ Long-robed figure seated right with 
left hand raised, VER[I] CA around. ABC 1241, VA 531, BMC 1393-419, S 134. Near EF, lightly toned 
silver, sharp figure. Ex Winchester collection. SCARCE Est. £600 £480

15. Epaticcus Interlocking Squares. c.AD 20-40. Silver minim. 9mm. 0.26g. TA in two interlocking 
squares, beaded border./ Pegasus right, E below on exergual line, P in front, A above. ABC 1367,  
VA 560, BMC 2351-57, S 361. CCI 97.1647 (this coin). Good VF, sharp squares, toned silver, full 
legend. Ex The Royal Berkshire Collection, bt. Chris Rudd (2002). VERY RARE  Est. £400 £320

16. Caratacus Eagle. c.AD 40-43. Silver unit. 12mm. 1.28g. Bust right, wearing lionskin headdress, 
CARA in front, beaded border./ Eagle facing, snake in claws, ringed-pellet above, beaded border. ABC 
1376, VA 593, BMC 2376-84, S 364. Good VF, good silver, clear CARA, majestic eagle. Found Andover, 
Hampshire, 8 October 2023. SCARCE Est. £1200 £1000
Caratacus is the best known son of Cunobelinus. He apparently ruled briefly in Berkshire and Oxfordshire and, with his 
uncle Epaticcus, probably prompted King Verica’s flight to Claudius. For eight years Caratacus fought the Roman rape 
of Britain, until he was betrayed in AD 51 by Cartimandua ‘Strong Pony’, queen of the Brigantes. The –tacus element of 
Caratacus, like the –tagus of Prasutagus (Tacitus Annals 14.31), may be cognate with the Greek tagos ‘chief’ (X.Delamarre, 
2003, p.431); if so, then Caratacus may mean ‘Beloved Chief’.

We’re constantly quoting Dr John Sills and his monumental Divided Kingdoms: the  
Iron Age gold coinage of southern England. It’s a huge hardback – 30 x 21cm, 825 pages, 
599 twice-size coin photos – and hugely helpful because it catalogues over 
10,000 gold coins in great detail. Are any of yours in John’s big book? If you 
don’t look, you’ll never know. And if you weren’t lucky enough to receive a 
copy in your stocking this Christmas, you’d better get yourself a copy. But 
don’t wait too long or they’ll all be gone. Only 350 printed. £95 + p&p direct 
from Chris Rudd. A coin in here could be worth more than one that isn’t.

John’s great gift to us, to you and 
to the gold coins in your collection
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18. Toney Curly Top. Kite. Talbot Saham Toney Unit. c.AD 1-10. Silver unit. 12mm. 1.01g. Curly-
haired, bearded head right with small pointed nose and hook ear./ Curvy horse right with beaded mane, 
pellet below tail, ringed-pellet below, kite shape above. ABC 1552, VA–, BMC 3555, COI 68b, S–. 
Good VF, lightly toned silver, full bodied horse. Ex Geoff Cottam collection. VERY RARE only 
23 others recorded.  Est. £850 £700
As we observed sixteen years ago, the Toney Curly Top head was directly copied from a coin of Tasciovanos 
(ABC 2610), as were the pellet triads in front of it (Did Cunobelin control the Iceni?, Chris Rudd List 102, 
November 2008, p.2-6). Dr John Talbot thinks the same engraver was responsible for both coins (Made 
for Trade, p.101). ABC 2610

19. Crescent Corn Ears. Talbot EPH (B) Unit. c.AD 10-20. Silver unit. 13mm. 0.94g. Back-to-back 
crescents, ring above and below in centre of corn ear wreath motif, pellet triads in angles./ Curvy 
horse left, pellets on chest, six-spoke wheel and open crescent above, ring below. ABC 1591, VA 675,  
BMC 3767-74, COI 76, S 435. Good VF, toned silver, bold crescents. Ex Geoff Cottam collection. Found 
near Sea Palling, Norfolk. Est. £450 £360
This is the silver unit that accompanies the gold stater ABC 1453, the quarter stater ABC 1486 and the silver half unit 
ABC 1606. 

Coins of the ICENI of northern East Anglia

17. Bury Helmet. Wing Type. Talbot Bury C, Sub-Type 1, dies A/3. c.55-50 BC. Silver unit. 15mm. 
1.39g. Female head right wearing elaborate helmet./ Horse prancing left, ringed-pellet above, ringed-pellet 
and two small rings below, spiral exergual line, pellet below. ABC–, VA−, BMC 3528, COI 3b, S–. Good 
VF, lightly toned silver, well ornamented. Ex Vindos collection, bt. Chris Rudd (1997). Found Norfolk, early 
November 1996 . EXTREMELY RARE only 14 others this pair of dies recorded.  Est. £550 £440
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pellet below tail, ringed-pellet below, kite shape above. ABC 1552, VA–, BMC 3555, COI 68b, S–. 
Good VF, lightly toned silver, full bodied horse. Ex Geoff Cottam collection. VERY RARE only 
23 others recorded.  Est. £850 £700
As we observed sixteen years ago, the Toney Curly Top head was directly copied from a coin of Tasciovanos 
(ABC 2610), as were the pellet triads in front of it (Did Cunobelin control the Iceni?, Chris Rudd List 102, 
November 2008, p.2-6). Dr John Talbot thinks the same engraver was responsible for both coins (Made 
for Trade, p.101). ABC 2610

19. Crescent Corn Ears. Talbot EPH (B) Unit. c.AD 10-20. Silver unit. 13mm. 0.94g. Back-to-back 
crescents, ring above and below in centre of corn ear wreath motif, pellet triads in angles./ Curvy 
horse left, pellets on chest, six-spoke wheel and open crescent above, ring below. ABC 1591, VA 675,  
BMC 3767-74, COI 76, S 435. Good VF, toned silver, bold crescents. Ex Geoff Cottam collection. Found 
near Sea Palling, Norfolk. Est. £450 £360
This is the silver unit that accompanies the gold stater ABC 1453, the quarter stater ABC 1486 and the silver half unit 
ABC 1606. 

Coins of the ICENI of northern East Anglia

17. Bury Helmet. Wing Type. Talbot Bury C, Sub-Type 1, dies A/3. c.55-50 BC. Silver unit. 15mm. 
1.39g. Female head right wearing elaborate helmet./ Horse prancing left, ringed-pellet above, ringed-pellet 
and two small rings below, spiral exergual line, pellet below. ABC–, VA−, BMC 3528, COI 3b, S–. Good 
VF, lightly toned silver, well ornamented. Ex Vindos collection, bt. Chris Rudd (1997). Found Norfolk, early 
November 1996 . EXTREMELY RARE only 14 others this pair of dies recorded.  Est. £550 £440
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Coins of the CORIELTAUVI of the East Midlands

21. North East Coast. Sun Type. Sills Mint B, fig. 12. c.60-50 BC. Gold stater. 18mm. 6.05g. 
Wreath motif with leaves facing inwards./ Lunate horse left, ‘charioteers’ arms and pellets above, 
‘coffee-bean’ behind, pelletal sun below. ABC 1731, VA 805-9, BMC 201-02, S 29. Good VF, big 
flan of golden gold, bold wreath, sharp horse, full pelletal sun. Ex JC collection. Found Cambridgeshire. 
RARE  Est. £1200 £1000
See Dr John Sills fascinating article Early Corieltauvian Gold, Celtic Coin Articles from the Chris Rudd Catalogues, p.340-
342.

20. Anted D-Bar. Talbot Anted Unit, Die-group 3, dies N/29. c.AD 25-35. Silver unit with a golden hue. 
12-14mm. 1.20g. Back-to-back crescents./ Horse right, corn ear mane, solar daisy above, reversed-S below 
head, ANTD and pellet triad below. ABC 1645, VA 711, 715, BMC 3800-4025, COI 86b, S 441. Good 
VF, lovely golden hue, sharp crescents, full ANTD. Ex David Lewis collection.  Est. £250 £200
Dr John Talbot, author of Made for Trade, says: “The Anted was a lovely example from dies N:29. I have seen them golden 
in colour before… I think it occurs with coins with a high copper content. Almost all of the Anted units that I got measured 
had small amounts of gold in them but never over 1% and I suspect that this coin is the same.” (pers.comm. 20.5.24).

22. S-Type Proto Boar. Rich Type 2. c.55-45 BC. Silver unit. 14-16mm. 1.28g. Speared boar right, 
pelletal sun above, spiral in front, S-shape below, beaded border./ Horse left with S-shape mane and 
braided tail, beaded ringed-pellet above, ringed-pellet below. ABC 1779, VA–, BMC 3201, S−. Good 
VF, silvery silver, both animals well centred. Ex Brian Wright collection. VERY RARE only 23 others 
recorded.  Est. £500 £400 
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Coins of the Dobunni by Peter Healy is a comprehensive catalogue of the Celtic 
coins of the West Midlands c.45 BC-AD 45, many previously unpublished. All 
dated and described in detail, with ABC references and a guide to rarity. Greatly 
enlarged images make identification easy. Foreword and extra pages by Chris 
Rudd, edited by Elizabeth Cottam and Daphne Nash Briggs. 101 types, sub-types 
and variants; nearly four times as many as in Ancient British Coins. 21x15cm, card 
covers, 86 pages, 250 enlarged coin photos plus colour illustrations and maps. 

Designed by Druids for Belgic kings?

A comprehensive new catalogue of the Celtic coins of the West Midlands, 
c.45 BC-AD 45, many previously unpublished. All dated and described in 
detail, with ABC references and a guide to rarity. Greatly enlarged images 

make identi� cation easy. Foreword and extra pages by Chris Rudd. Edited by Elizabeth Cottam and Daphne Nash Briggs.

Chris Rudd

Who is this moon-faced goddess with the sun on her chin and a duck in front of her? 
Is she Dobunna, a long-forgotten goddess of the River Severn who, 

over two thousand years ago, possibly gave her ancient name to the Dobunni? 
Cotswold Cock silver unit, c.30-20 BC, COD 5a., ABC 2012, very rare.

Peter Healy

COINS OF THE DOBUNNI  £20

Chris Rudd is a member of the British Numismatic Trade Association and the International Association of Professional Numismatists.

“� is book does and is three di� erent remarkable things. First, it is a 
superlative and comprehensive catalogue of the coinage of one of Iron Age 
Britain’s most important tribes, wonderfully illustrated. Second, it is a 
good introduction to Iron Age British coinage in general, for the newcomer. 
� ird, it supplies a set of original, bold and exciting speculations about the 
kingship and religion of the tribe concerned. It thus has something to o� er 
both specialists and general readers, in an exciting and accessible form.”
 PROF. RONALD HUTTON, University of Bristol,  writer of a many books,  
 o� en appearing on British television and radio.
“� is book is a feast and a treasure-trove, a wonderful resource for 
numismatists, archaeologists and interested amateurs alike... In my opinion 
this book has gone further than ever before, in con� rming the importance of
Iron Age coinage in any study associated with religion. I, for one, will � nd it 
incredibly useful in my pursuit of the Druids and their gods.” PROF MIRANDA ALDHOUSE-GREEN,  Emeritus Professor of Archaeology, 
 Cardi�  University

“� is extremely thorough piece of work presents us with a superb illustrated 
catalogue of the coinage of the Dobunni. It is essential reading for collectors 
and for archaeologists trying better to understand this enigmatic tribe.”
 PROF SIR BARRY CUNLIFFE, Emeritus Professor of European Archaeoogy  
 at the University of Oxford and author of numerous books on Celtic subjects“� is is the � rst book to focus on the coins of the Dobunni since Bob Van 
Arsdell’s analysis of the coinage, published in 1994. � e thirty years since 
have provided hundreds of new � nds, and in this fascinating volume Peter 
Healy provides a thoroughly up-to-date classi� cation of both gold and silver 
coinages. With Chris Rudd’s characteristically imaginative overview of the 
Dobunni, it’s an essential read for anybody interested in the coins of the 
British Iron Age.’
 DR PHILIP DE JERSEY States Archaeologist, States of Guernsey and former  
 keeper of the Celtic Coin Index, Oxford 
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24. Cotswold Eagle C/D. Big Head, Petals Up. c.10 BC-AD 0. Silver unit. 11-13mm. 1.13g. 
Head right, pellet triads hairline, ringed-pellet eye, boss and cross on chin./ Horse left, eagle above, 
ringed pellet in front, flower below. ABC–, VA–, BMC–, COD 11e, S–. Near EF, lightly toned silver, 
exceptionally sharp strike, well ornamented. Ex JC collection. Found Wiltshire. VERY RARE only 20 others 
recorded.  Est. £400 £320

Coins of the DOBUNNI of the West Midlands
Excessively rare – only four others 

this pair of dies recorded

23. Boduoc. Eight Spoke. Dies 3/5. c.15 BC-AD 5. Gold stater. 16-18mm. 5.03g. BO[DVOC] 
on plain field./ Triple-tailed horse right, ringed-pellets and crescent above forming hidden sad face, 
tiny x’s around, eight-spoked wheel below. ABC 2039, VA 1052, BMC 313-42, COD 9b, S 388. 
CCI 23.0538 (this coin). VF/Good VF, lovely rose gold, smooth surfaces, bold horse, full wheel. Ex JC 
collection. Found near Monmouth, Wales. EXCESSIVELY RARE only four other examples this pair of 
dies recorded.  Est. £1500 £1200 
Peter Healy, author of Coins of the Dobunni says: “There are three other examples: 66.0027 5.53g, 73.0054 5.42g, 20.0244 
5.4g… There is one other die 3 from a worn die or poorly struck - 16.0343/WAW-F96044…This is a 6 letter die which 
appears to have been used early in Boduoc stater production…If the state of this coin is due to die wear rather than 
misstruck, it raises some interesting questions.  The lettering of Boduoc staters is usually crisp.  For the die to be worn down 
to this extent a lot of coins must have been produced suggesting there are a lot yet to be found or the gold was recycled.” 
(pers.comm. 28.8.25).
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(pers.comm. 28.8.25).
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Coins of the DUROTRIGES of Wessex
Ex Shapwick hoard, Dorset, c.1983

25. Badbury Starfish. DQS Starfish Quarters, class 2, Die-group 5.1, dies O6/R11. c.40-20 BC. Silver 
quarter stater. 12mm. 0.88g. Five-arm starfish motif with central pellet and curve of pellets between 
each arm and ringed-pellet at end./ Horizontal thunderbolt with line of pellets between two eight-rayed 
lightning flashes, ringed-pellets around. ABC 2220, VA 1270, BMC 2780-81, S 369. CCI 84.0307 
(this coin). Good VF, lightly toned silver, sharp starfish, lovely lightning flashes. Found Shapwick hoard, 
Dorset, c.1983. RARE 33 this pair of dies.  Est. £650 £500
Published in Dr David Robinson’s book Durotrigan Quarter Staters, p.226 (this coin) but recorded as 0.83g. The book 
contains die identifications, rarities and findspots (where known) of this large series, plus maps and tables. Information 
about the hoard published CHIAB, p.112-119, no.464 (this coin).

Coins of the EASTERN North Thames region
Excessively rare – only two others 

this pair of dies recorded

26. Floret Trophy. Sills British Le2, Floret, dies 1/5. c.50-40 BC. Gold quarter stater. 11mm. 1.37g. 
Small four-petal flower in centre of plain field./ Highly-stylised Roman trophy with oval ring and 
S-shape above, ringed-pellets around. ABC 2246, VA 146, BMC 436, DK 450, S−. CCI 96.1667 
(this coin). VF, neat flan of rose gold, well ornamented. Ex Michael Reid Hunter collection, bt. Chris Rudd 
(1996). Found Silver End, Essex, early January 1996 by Joseph Fay author of Theory of a Legend (see p.14). 
EXCESSIVELY RARE only two others this pair of dies recorded.  Est. £1000 £800
Published in DK p.460, no.17 and p.476 (this coin).

Britain’s First Coins (2013) is your essential introduction 
to Ancient British coins, 56 pages, 300 coins, only £10, 
UK post free. Ancient British Coins (2010) is the standard 
catalogue for the series, 256 pages, 4000 superb photos 
plus 500 other illustrations, hardback, £75 UK post free.

If you don’t have both 
you’re missing something
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28. Addedomaros Floral Spiral. Sills class 1b, Shell Whorl, dies 2/8. c.45-25 BC. Gold stater. 
18-20mm. 5.54g. Two solid opposed crescents, chevron either side./ Globular horse right, spiral 
sun above, 8-shape double ringed-pellet behind and in front, branch and ringed-pellet below, 
[AÐÐEDOMAROS] around. ABC 2511, VA 1635, BMC 2405-11, DK 484, S 202. Good VF, huge 
flan of rose gold, beautiful branch and clear floral spiral. Ex JC collection. EXCESSIVELY 
RARE only four others this pair of dies recorded. Est. £2000 £1600
Like Commios in the South Thames, Addedomaros usually managed to get only part of his name on to 
his staters. This coin is lavishly decorated with fascinating symbols and the huge flan ensures that they are 
well displayed. Two points worth noting. The double volute behind of the horse occurs on a number of 
different Celtic coins, including the Weald Net gold Cantian stater (ABC 177) and a silver coin of the 
Boii (LT 9962).

Excessively rare – only four others 
this pair of dies recorded

Coins of the CATUVELLAUNI of Hertfordshire

ABC 177

Coins of the TRINOVANTES of Essex
Excessively rare – only one other 

this pair of dies recorded

27. Heybridge Triangle. Sills British Lc2, class 2a, dies 2/3A. c.50-40 BC. Gold quarter stater. 12mm. 
1.29g. Wreath between two corded lines, stylised locks of hair above./ Double-tailed horse right, single 
line dewlap and beaded mane, ‘coffee-bean’ in front, ringed-pellet and short dashes below, beaded 
border. ABC 2359, VA−, BMC−, DK 433, S−, BNJ 1992, no.170. Good VF, gorgeous golden gold, well 
centred. Found Belchamp Walter, near Sudbury, Suffolk, 5 April 2026. EXCESSIVELY RARE only one 
other this pair of dies recorded.  Est. £2000 £1600
John Sills says the “Triangle type is distinguished by a coffee bean motif in front of and behind the horse and a pellet triangle 
above the tail…It is the first quarter that can be associated beyond doubt with the stater series [eastern Whaddon Chase, 
e.g. ABC 2341]” (DK, p.441). 
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29. Tasciovanos Tascio Ricon. Sills class 7b. c.25 BC-AD 10. Gold stater. 17mm. 5.45g. TASCIO 
RICON in two panels on vertical wreath./ Cavalryman charging left, wearing chain-mail armour, 
holding dagger and shield, beaded ringed-pellet below. ABC 2580, VA 1780-5, BMC 1629-33,  
DK 515, S 219. Good VF, rich golden gold, boldly branded, well displayed cavalryman. Found Flore, 
Northants, 1989. RARE  Est. £1500 £1200
Rigon, spelt here as ricon, seems to be a contraction of a longer word and may mean ‘supreme king’ as suggested by Rainer 
Kretz. This coin shows the cavalryman charging into battle, clad in a short tunic of chain-mail armour and wearing a wide-
brimmed iron helmet. The supreme athleticism of the warrior is apparent, he’s looking back in his saddle as he wields a 
sword and carries a large elliptical shield and is riding with no hands on the reins. This must surely be one of the most 
evocative and realistic military images ever seen on an Ancient British coin. 

Ex Berkhamsted hoard, 1993-94

30. Andoco Phallic Bucranium. Sills class 1, dies 1/1. c.20-1 BC. Gold stater. 15-18mm. 5.44g. 
Crossed wreath motif with back-to-back crescents and four ringed-pellets in centre concealing stylised 
hidden faces./ Full-bodied horse galloping right, with pin-cushion mane, phallic bucranium and 
anemone above, O in front, top of AND below. ABC 2715, VA 1860, BMC 2012-14, DK 513,  
S 262. CCI 94.0731 (this coin). Good VF, large flan of rose gold, beautiful bucranium and anemone.  
Ex Martin Bridgewater collection, bt Chris Rudd (1994), ex Josef Brewi collection, bt. Chris Rudd (1995). 
Ex Berkhamsted hoard, near Watford, Herts., 1993. EXTREMELY RARE only 13 others this pair of dies 
recorded. Est. £3500 £2800
Addedomaros, perhaps a younger brother of Cassivellaunos, could well have sired both Tasciovanos and Andoco. If this was 
the case, we guess that Andoco was the junior. The obverse design echoes Tasciovanos and although Andoco’s design is in 
his own name, it clearly acknowledges his brother. “Andoco staters are all struck from a single obverse die, which copies the 
class 6 Rotated Cross obverse in virtually every detail [Tasciovanos Warrior ABC 2562, DK 509-10].” DK, p.559. Over 20 
years ago Rainer Kretz produced this illuminating die reconstruction of Andoco’s stater which we reproduce here so that 
you can see for yourself just how many stylised faces are cleverly concealed in the complex wreath motif, 
copied from a Tasciovanos stater (see Lot 29). (The Problem of Andoco.., Num. Circ., October 2002, 
p.267-271). Dr John Sills says there is “a flower springing from the face” of the horse (DK, p.559). Is this 
‘flower’ related to the two grainlike pellets in front of the horse and the irregular line under AND? If so, 
it is one long vegetal motif? Or is it a serpent or dragon being trampled by the horse’s hooves? Published 
in DK, p.580 and 605 (this coin), CHIAB, p.211, no..99 (this coin).
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Coins of the CATUVELLAUNI & TRINOVANTES united

Were Arthurian legends inspired by tales of AGR, son of Cunobelin? J.P.Fay explores this 
possibility in Theory of a Legend (2026), an intriguing new booklet with 22 enlarged coin images, 
all in colour, plus maps, £10 + p&p. For a signed copy please email jd.fay@hotmail.com 
www.fayhousepress.co.uk

AGR and King Arthur?

Excessively rare – only two others 
this pair of dies recorded

32. Cunobelinus Classic A. Twin Tendrils Type. Sills class 7a, dies 67/118. c.AD 8-41. Gold stater. 
15-17mm. 5.42g. Ear of barley with central stalk, elaborate scrolls at base, CA to left, M[V] to right./ 
Stallion rearing right, branch above, CVNO below on exergual line, beaded border. ABC 2798, VA−, 
BMC 1830-31, DK 565, S 288. CCI 18.0901 (this coin). VF/Good EF, rich rose gold, stunning stallion, 
full CVNO. Ex Neil Bundle collection, bt. Chris Rudd (2022). Found Rib Valley, Herts. EXCESSIVELY 
RARE only two others this pair of dies.  Est. £2000 £1600
Many connoisseurs of Ancient British gold coins regard the Classic staters of Cunobelinus as the pinnacle of British die 
cutting and these coins are thus highly prized. 

31. Rues Concave Squares. c.AD 1-10. Bronze fractional unit. 11mm. 1.03g. Two concave sided 
squares around central ring, solid line border./ Eagle facing right, RVII behind, solid line border. 
ABC 2763, VA 1903, BMC 1756-58, S 274. Near EF, dark-green patina, sharp squares, exquisite eagle. 
Ex Geoff Cottam collection. Found Letchworth, Herts. VERY RARE  Est. £500 £400
The obverse and reverse are reminiscent of the Eppillus Rex silver unit, ABC 1160. A similar concave-sided square occurs 
on a Danebury minim, ABC 1046. 
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Many connoisseurs of Ancient British gold coins regard the Classic staters of Cunobelinus as the pinnacle of British die 
cutting and these coins are thus highly prized. 

31. Rues Concave Squares. c.AD 1-10. Bronze fractional unit. 11mm. 1.03g. Two concave sided 
squares around central ring, solid line border./ Eagle facing right, RVII behind, solid line border. 
ABC 2763, VA 1903, BMC 1756-58, S 274. Near EF, dark-green patina, sharp squares, exquisite eagle. 
Ex Geoff Cottam collection. Found Letchworth, Herts. VERY RARE  Est. £500 £400
The obverse and reverse are reminiscent of the Eppillus Rex silver unit, ABC 1160. A similar concave-sided square occurs 
on a Danebury minim, ABC 1046. 
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33. Cunobelinus Plastic. Berries Type. Sills class 6, dies 40/55. c.AD 8-41. Gold quarter stater. 11mm. 
1.31g. Ear of corn without central stalk, [C]A to left, MV to right, two pellets below./ Naturalistic horse 
right, branch and ‘berries’ above, CVN[O] below. ABC–, VA–, BMC 1847, DK 586, S–. CCI 06.0265 
(this coin). VF/Good VF, rose gold, pretty horse boldly struck with clear ‘berries’. Found Warwick, early 
1990s.  Est. £750 £600
The distinctive feature of this commonly called ‘Plastic A’ quarter stater (we prefer ‘Berries’) is the group of pellets 
immediately beneath the branch. Sir John Evans had two in his collection: one found near Oxford (BMC 1846), another 
found at Brightwell, Berks., 1873 (BMC 1847). Published in DK p.661 and 697 (this coin).

Six dates you can rely on
Some metal detectorists spend decades searching for their first gold stater. We try to make it easier for you. 
Here are six golden dates for your 2027 diary - days on which you can be sure of finding an incomparable 
selection of Ancient British coins (silver as well as gold) being sold by auction in Norwich:
 17 January 14 March 16 May 18 July 19 September 14 November

Tasciovanos Tascio Ricon, see Lot 29.
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These terms are summarised. Liz will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have. Please email liz@celticcoins.com or 
phone 01263 735 007 or 07990 840 816.
Our estimated value of each lot is given in the catalogue and 
online. Bidding starts at 80% of this estimate. Estimates shown in  
BLACK, Starting Prices shown in RED.
How to bid via Internet. Our Auction is conducted online via 
www.the-saleroom.com If you wish to bid you must ‘Create 
an account’ and you will receive an email link confirming 
Registration, this must be activated prior to bidding. You must 
register to bid for each auction. All financial transactions will 
be carried out by ourselves, the-saleroom.com requests card 
information which is not shared with us due to data protection. 
If you are a new bidder in our sale Liz will contact you to obtain 
numismatic credit references (if available) and credit/debit 
card details to secure any bids you may place. Client data is 
confidential; we do not share our mailing list or client information 
unless authorised. We reserve the right to revoke any bids and 
registrations, restrict accesses, and modify or disable the site or any 
of its features, at our discretion. We do not make any guarantees 
regarding accessibility, accuracy, or security of this website with 
regard to registration of bidding.
How to bid by phone or email. In addition to internet bidding, 
you may bid by mailing the bid sheet included with each 
catalogue, or by email or telephone. If you choose to telephone 
your bids, we appreciate a written follow-up. Bids must be 
received by 12 midday (UK time) Friday 13 November, after 
this time we cannot guarantee that bids will be placed. If you 
wish for any guidance regarding current bids please contact Liz. 
Online bidding continues until the lot closes from 5pm (UK 
time) Sunday 15 November.
Bidding increments. Lots will be sold to the highest bidder 
for the winning bid. Bidding automatically increases in fixed 
increments, so you can enter your maximum bid and let our 
system do the bidding for you. Please ensure your bids comply 
with the steps outlined below:

Up to £500 in £20 increments
£500-£1000 in £50 increments
£1000-£2000 in £100 increments
£2000-£5000 in £200 increments
Over £5000 in £500 increments

If you enter a high maximum bid you will win at the current 
bid amount plus increment. Whole number bids only. Bidders 
personally guarantee that they will pay for their winning bids.
The first lot will close electronically at 5pm (UK time) on the 
sale date, with subsequent lots closing every 30 seconds thereafter. 
Please note: Sniper bids are not allowed. If you bid within the  
last 10 minutes of the lot closing the time will extend by 10 
minutes on that lot, from the time of bid.
Personal viewing of lots by appointment only. Please contact  
Liz to arrange.
How to pay. A 20% buyers fee (24% inc. VAT if applicable 
at the current rate), will be added to the hammer price of all 
successful online, written, fax, email and phone bids. Bids are 
placed in GB£ Sterling. Payment is preferred by direct transfer 
in £ Sterling (GB£): Chris Rudd Ltd Account Number: 
63406857, Sort Code: 20-03-26 or by cheque. International 
bank transfer to Barclays Bank PLC, Market Place, Aylsham, 
Norfolk NR11 6EW. IBAN: GB14 BARC 2003 2663 4068 57. 
SWIFTBIC: BARCGB22. Please ensure all charges are paid 
or add £6 to cover EU charges, £12 International charges. 
Visa, MasterCard or debit card accepted. Goods remain our 
property until paid in full. VAT no. GB 665532227.
Winning lots will be sent as soon as possible after receipt of 
payment on seven days approval. If you aren’t happy with a  
coin, please phone before returning it. Prices realised are 
available by subscription via the-saleroom.com
Postage & packing will be added to all invoices. Unless 
specified otherwise all UK orders sent by Special Delivery, orders 
up to £1000 cost £15, over £1000 cost £20. Overseas price  
on application.
Privacy Your details are securely held and will not be shared. 
They will be retained for processing orders and marketing. Please 
let us know if you don’t wish to be contacted. You can do this 
at any time.
Export licences are needed for some coins and can take 2 weeks 
to get. Their purpose is to curb the export of national treasures.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Catalogue subscription for six copies of Chris Rudd auction 
catalogues: £45 a year UK, overseas £70.  
Abbreviations. F fine, VF very fine, EF extremely fine. 
References. ABC = E Cottam, P de Jersey, C Rudd & J Sills 
Ancient British Coins, 2010, VA = R Van Arsdell Celtic Coinage 
of Britain, 1989, BMC = R Hobbs, British Iron Age Coins in the 
British Museum, 1996, CCA = E Cottam, D Nash Briggs, Celtic 
Coin Articles from the Chris Rudd Catalogues, 2024, COD = P 
Healy, Coinage of the Dobunni, 2025 COI = E Cottam, C Rudd 
Coins of the Iceni, 2022, DK = J Sills Divided Kingdoms, 2017,  
S = Spink Coins of England 2026 ed. 
Metals. All Celtic coins are alloys, e.g. gold coins are a variable mix 
of gold, silver and copper.
Grading. Iron age flans rarely bear the whole die image. For 
example, an unworn coin graded ‘Good VF’ may lack part of the 
design or legend.
Rarity of British Celtic coins based on Celtic Coin Index: 
EXCESSIVELY RARE 1-5, EXTREMELY RARE 6-15, VERY 
RARE 16-30, RARE 31-50, SCARCE 51-100. Remember, most coin 
finds are unreported. So these figures are only a rough guide to rarity.

Authenticity. All our coins are guaranteed genuine. In 
the unlikely event of one proving to be a modern fake, 
we’ll refund the full price you paid us. 
Accuracy. Little is known of iron age rulers, mints and 
moneyers. So all our dates, attributions and descriptions are 
hypothetical, not factual.
Celtic Coin Index. Most of 
our coins come from metal 
detectorists and are reported 
to the Celtic Coin Index, 
Institute of Archaeology, 
36 Beaumont Street, 
Oxford OX1 2PG.
My goal is to help 
you as best I can 
and to give you  
good value.
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